
Open Microphone events 
 
We now celebrate 5 years of our Open Mike series, which started in October 2008 with Duncan Fletcher as our first 
guest. 
Thank you to Paul Barichievy (1976), who has been instrumental in arranging each one of these special guests. 
 
16th October 2008 Duncan Fletcher with Keith Richardson 
7th May 2009  Gary Gold with Gavin Rich 
29th July 2009  Jake White with Tank Lanning 
21st October 2009 Robbie Fleck with Gavin Rich 
13th January 2010 Andre Watson with Tank Lanning 
15th March 2010 Gary Kirsten and Paddy Upton with Rob Houwing 
5th May 2010  Rob Louw with Gavin Rich 
11th August 2010 Nick Mallett with Gavin Rich 
14th September 2010 Eric Simons with Rob Houwing 
2nd February 2011 Scott Gibbs with Gavin Rich 
8th March 2011  Allan Lamb with Rob Houwing 
7th June 2011  Jonathan Kaplan with Tank Lanning 
1st September 2011 Brendon Venter with Tank Lanning 
29th November 2011 Tim Noakes with Tank Lanning 
1st February 2012 Robin Jackman with Colin Bryden  
11th April 2012  Rassie Erasmus with Gavin Rich 
13th June 2012  Vince van der Bijl with Colin Bryden  
12th September 2012 Allister Coetzee with Tank Lanning 
21st November 2012 Morné du Plessis with Trevor Quirk  
13th February 2013 Peter Kirstenwith Colin Bryden 
9th April 2013   Bob Skinstad with Tank Lanning 
4th June 2013   Toks van der Linde with Tank Lanning 
16th September 2013  Graeme Smith with Brad Bing 
28th November 2013       Gavin Rich with Mark Keohane 
13th  February 2014         Pieter de Villiers with Tank Lanning 
 
 
Bob Skinstad with Tank Lanning as M.C. 
 
Bob is very articulate, with great knowledge of many things, 
besides rugby. He told some delightful stories, including how he 
started his commentary career, with SKY TV in the UK. He was 
made to start at the bottom by serving the studio guests, 
including Sean Fitzpatrick sandwiches, so that he could learn 
everything about broadcasting. This would be one of the 
reasons why he is such a good commentator on Super sport, as 
he has done almost every job there is, related to getting the 
product on air.Tank asked Bob all the right questions, and the 
two provided us with much laughter, and thought provoking 
ideas on life and rugby.  
 
 
 
 
 
Toks van der Linde with Tank Lanning as M.C. 
Toks, who has a fine voice, sang to us, as he did when he sang 
the National Anthem a few years ago. A natural orator and 
speaker, Toks with Tank, entertained us with his stories that 
covered so many subjects.  As always, lessons in life are leant 
and the 90 people in attendance enjoyed a wonderful evening.  



Graeme Smith with Brad Bing as MC 
The most successful cricket captain of all time, and our beloved 
Proteas skipper, Graeme Smith, who spoke to about 110 guys, on 
a cold September’s evening.The MC, Old Boy, Brad Bing (1981), 
founder of the Sporting Chance Organization, and a true lover of 
the game. 
Graeme in a very informative way spoke of his school days  at 
King Edward, where the culture and ethos is very similar to 
Wynberg. He covered all the highlights of his career, the low 
points as well, and finished off the evening telling us about his 
future plans and ideas. The evening finished off with some good 
quality questions from the floor, which he answered truthfully 
and showed that a leader is seen by what he does and says.  
 
 
Gavin Rich with Mark Keohane as MC 
 

 
 
Thursday 28 November, saw the last Open Microphone of the year, and a first for the evening, in that we did a book 
launch  as well. Gavin Rich well known rugby writer, used the occasion to launch his new book THE POISIONED 
CHALICE, the story of South Africas rugby coaches. Gavin, who has done many interviews for us, had the roles 
reversed as Mark Keohane, ex SA Rugby communications, spent the evening  asking him about his book. Gavin 
personally interviewed every coach, and a lot was written in the book, very interesting facts  were brought into the 
discussion. 
Thanks to Gavin and Mark, and Zebra Press who published the book, for allowing us to host the launch . All books 
puchased on the evening were autographed by Gavin.  
As usual the evening was helped along by our sponsors,  Old Boy Justin Smit from RGBC, who provided personalized 
bottles of Famous Grouse, and a big thank you as well, to a first time sponsor,  Old Boy  Andre Badenhorst-1963,  
who gave us some of his excellent wine from the Badenhorst Winery,  and as usual Thelma Rowles and her 
wonderful ladies who  do such a fantastic job with the snacks and supper. 
We lastly wish to thank all our guests this year, who despite very busy schedules, gave of their FREE time to talk to 
us, where many messages and thought provoking  ideas were given.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pieter de Villiers  with Tank Lanning as MC 
 

 
 
OPEN MICROPHONE  celebrated its 25th meeting, when ex French Prop and now the Springbok scrum coach, Pieter 
De Villiers joined us , for the evening, together with  Tank Lanning, as the MC. An interesting evening, to say the 
least, with Pieter, sharing his vast knowledge with us, as regards the art of scrumming, describing himself as a 
mechanic of the  scrum. He provided us with a very rare insight of what happens with the front rows, the plans he 
has for the Springboks , and about his career in France, where he arrived as an Afrikaner, and left 14 years later, with 
a French lady as his wife.  
Pieter spoke about playing “FROM THE HEART”, but he spoke and shared with us from his “HEART’. 
A wonderful evening, as indeed all our guests have provided. They all give of their free  time, to share the knowledge 
they have, but always leaving us with valuable life lessons, and all remaining humble and for that we thank them. 
As usual, our ladies under Thelma Rowles provided the wonderful supper, and thanks again to John Bos, (1978) from  
Croydon Wines who provided the prizes, and to old boy Howard Kahn(1996)  from Western Province Rugby, who 
also provided some tickets as  lucky draw prizes. 
 
 

Thank you to the following sponsors for supporting our Open Microphone series: 
Llew Byrne of Really Great Brand Company 

Howard Kahn of WP Rugby (Pty) Ltd 
John Bos of Croydon Wine Estates 

Bill Brown of Cape Foto 
Paul Barichievy 

Old Boys’ Ladies Committee:Thelma Rowles, Sandy McWilliams, Teresa Vlok, Felicity Garbers, Bettie Shaban,Helen 
Smit and Terenia Bloor. 
Glenda Martindale and her team of helpers. 

 

 

Senior’s Tea 18
th

 February at Wynberg Boys Junior 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Once again the Seniors tea was held at the Junior School, in perfect weather conditions. 
This year we had a full turnout as can be seen by the photos very kindly taken by Mickey Lumb. 

A big Thank You to Chris Hart and his ladies for putting on a lovely spread. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

FREE WIFI AT THE BILL BOWDEN PAVILION 
The Bill Bowden now has free Wi-Fi. Old Boys, Parents and Friends of the school are more than welcome to make use 

of this service. 
 


