
Message from the President  
Arno Erasmus, class of 1978 

 
THE SCHOOL CELEBRATES ITS 175thBIRTHDAY IN 2016. 
 In 2016 the school will celebrate 175 years of preparing young men to be a link in the endless chain of Wynberg Old 
Boys. The OBU has teamed up with the High and Junior schools to ensure a year of exciting events and celebrations. 
With the 175 year being co-ordinated by Ann Coltham, supported by a wide group of volunteers, we are looking 
toward to a busy year of celebrations. In particular we are looking to welcome old boys to the school so that we can 
show you how dramatically the school has grown and transformed into the quality institution it is today. We can 
assure you that our school can today stand back for no other. Anne will shortly be mailing every Old Boy to give you 
a heads up on the plans for 2016. 
 
APPEAL TO JOIN THE COMMMITTEE 
The Wynberg Old Boys’ Union will be holding its Annual General Meeting on 11th Marchand we urge you to make 
the effort to attend. We are appealing to old boys to put their names forward for the committee. We meet once a 
month at our office in the Bill Bowden, so it really is a small amount of time to sacrifice for the good of the Old Boys’ 
Union. A few existing committee members are looking to retire after many years of dedicated service so this is a 
heartfelt plea for nominations. 
 
FUNDRAISERS FOR THE OBU FOR 2015 
We are scheduling two major fundraising events for the year, namely, the WOBU 175 Celebration Golf Day which will 
be held on 29th October at Westlake, and the JacquesKallis Tribute Dinner on 22nd October.  
 
NEW HEADMASTER 
As you know, Keith Richardson, the current headmaster of the high school, will be retiring at the end of this year. 
Keith has been associated with Wynberg since 1975 ( a term of 40years!!) and there was considerable interest in his 
replacement! The Old Boys’ Union was granted observer status on the selection committee and was represented by 
the President. An extensive selection and intensive interview process culminated in the appointment of Jannie De 
Waal as his successor, an appointment which is wholeheartedly endorsed by the OldBoys’ Union. 
 

3B Café AT THE BILL BOWDEN 

Effective from the 1st November 2014 the OBU entered into a joint venture with Gary Blakey for the management of 
the Bill Bowden bar and coffee shop for the benefit of Old Boys, the Schools and the broader Wynberg family. The 
facility will continue to serve as the home of Wynberg Old Boys and will hopefully prove to be more profitable for 
the Union as well as being a venue which welcomes partners of Old Boys in a relaxed and comfortable environment. 
 
YOUR COMMITTEE 
The current committee consists of Arno Erasmus as president supported by Mickey Lumb as Vice President, Fritz 
Bing, Mike Smit, Jeff Sternslow, Steve Doidge, Paul  Barichievy, Kevin Musikanth, Keith Richardson (high school 
headmaster), Cedric Poleman (junior school headmaster) and Hugh Rowles, general manager, who is employed on a 
full time basis by the Union. 
 
VALEDICTORY 2014 
 In October last year the Union welcomed 146 Matrics as Old Boys and 7 dads as Associate Old Boys. For those not 
familiar with the ceremony, the matrics are inducted into the Union in a Tie Ceremony on Valedictory Day. After 
short speeches from the President of the WOBU and Mr Richardson, the parents and the boy are congratulated by a 
committee member with the parents being presented with their son's Old Boys tie. The "new old boy" then removes 
his school tie for the last time and replaces it with his Old Boys tie, a truly memorable occasion.  
 


